THE CONCEPT OF THECHURCH IN THEWRITINGS
OF JAN HUS AND LEONARDOBOFF

El concepto de la Iglesia en los escritos de Jas {ueonardo Boff

Dominik QUYRGALA®

Fecha de recepcion: octubre del 2014
Fecha de aceptacion y version final: noviembre20&i

ResumeN: El articulo analiza las similitudes en los esarile Jan Hus
y Leonardo Boff. El autor trata de explicarlas mathaa aplicacion de la metodo-
logia comparativa, incluyendo el analisis de teytefementos de prosopografia. Al
parecer, las condiciones socioeconémicas comparghtaminos de vida similares
pueden tener impacto a las obras de los dos tefilogo
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ABSTRACT. The article discusses the similarities between whitings of
Jan Hus and Leonardo Boff. The author attempts @a}ng them by conducting
a comparative study, including text analysis araneints of prosopography. Appa-
rently, comparable socio-economic conditions amgjtziphies may have influenced
the works of the two theologians.

KeEyworDs Jan Hus, Leonardo Boff, pre-Reformation, Cath@lwurch,
liberation theology.

INTRODUCTION

The tragic story of Jan Hus is well placed in tlemeyal European
tradition. His works have been discussed for cédguand have become an
important part of the dispute between the Cathatid Protestant churches.

1 Dominik SMYRGALA — PhD in Political Science, professor at the tosti of International
Affairs and Sustainable Development, Collegium Cajit&/arsaw.
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Hus himself became to some a symbol of a martyr“dralfirst Reformer”
(a century earlier than Martin Luther), to othera heretic (even if “misfor-
tunate”) or an ideological source for the cruel andible Hussite Wars that
devastated Central and Eastern Europe in the Esttury. Finally, his role
in shaping the national identity of the Czechs Btatavians, as well as his
impact upon the development of the Czech and @leic languages, can-
not be underestimated. In Prague, his statue iOtdelown Square is one
of the most iconic places in the city.

However, in recent decades, his theological treatiere rarely the
subjects of major studies. For instance, the lagligh translation of his ma-
jor work —De Ecclesia- was published almost a century agddis Letters
were translated and published by Matthew SpinKEQir2. The same scholar
also publishedohn Huss and the Czech Refami941 and 1966as well
as some other papers and books dedicated to Huossiti

Interest in Hus' work was inspired by the procdsscamenical rec-
onciliation, which led to Pope St. John Paul luisg a formal apology for
Hus’ cruel death in 1999A good example here can be an article by Daniel
Didomizio about Hus being a predecessor of the i@kadatican Council
(Vaticanum 1If. Recently, Thomas A. Fudge wraten Hus: Religious Re-
form and Social Revolution in Boherhidhese two authors begin their
works by concluding that Hus’ heritage (maybe witle exception of the
Czech Republic and the neighboring Central Europstates) is now very
much obliterated by the pubfic

2 J. HussDe Ecclesia. The Churchranslated by David S. Schaff, Charles Scribrgoss,
New York 1915. The name of the Czech reformer isteniin three different ways in Eng-
lish: either the Czech original is used (Jan Husdroz of the two anglicized versions (John
Huss or John Hus).

% J. Hus,The letters of John Hugranslated by Matthew Spinka, Manchester UnitgRiess,
Manchester 1972.

4 M. Spinka,John Huss and the Czech RefpAnchon, Hamden 1966.

5 T. Matkowiak, “Przeprosiny zamier¢ Husa”, in:Gazeta Wyborcz&0.12.1999.

® D. Didomizio, “Jan HusDe Ecclesia Precursor of Vatican 11?”, inTheological Studies
vol. 60, is. 2, 1999, http://www.questia.com/re&l1154989009 (accessed: 07.09.2014).

" T. A. FudgeJan Hus: Religious Reform and Social RevolutioBamemia I.B. Tauris &
Co., London 2010.

8 D. Didomizio, “Jan HusDe Ecclesia.”, op. cit., T. A. FudgeJan Hus...pp. cit.
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Nonetheless, his writings still find followers andfluence new
thinkers. A good example here is Leonardo Boff,fraous Brazilian theo-
logian of liberation, who even admits that Hus wae of his sources of in-
spiration in at least one of his bodk# closer look at his major writings
clearly shows that some of his theological andgsaiphical concepts close-
ly resemble those introduced or used by the Czefdimer. Thus, the main
goal of this article is to analyze the works of Husd Boff. At the same
time, it does not aim to analyze the theologicslies and declare their con-
formity (or lack thereof) with the teachings of tReman Catholic Church.

The article’s main methodology is comparative redeavith ele-
ments of prosopography. In order to better undedsthe context of Hus’
activities and their possible impact upon Boff, sogeneral historical in-
formation on the medieval Kingdom of Bohemia wit presented in the
first part of the article, as well as a brief oudliof his biography. Then
comes a brief presentation of the socio-econoniaton in Latin America
with some biographical notes on Boff. This is feled by a comparative
document analysis, mostly based upgom Ecclesiaand some of the more
prominent works of Boff, namelghurch: Charism and Pow&rand Cris-
tianismo: Lo minimo de lo minim®@o facilitate comparisons of the content,
the official English translations of both theolaggabooks are used, as de-
tailed linguistic analysis of medieval Latin andaBitian Portuguese does
not seem to be of decisive importance Herome of the books by Boff,
which were studied by the author, are cited fromirtispanish translations.
The Bible edition used is the King James VerSion

° L. Boff, Cristianismo. Lo minimo de lo minimgditorial Trotta, Madrid 2012.

10|, Boff, Church: Charism and Power. Liberation Theology and ltetitutional Church,
SCM Press Ltd., London 1985.

1 The author would like to express his gratitud&tiversity of Navarra in Pamplona, where
a significant part of his research on the workkednardo Boff was conducted.

12 The Holy Bible, King James VersiodBambridge Edition 1769, http://www.kingjamesbible-
online.org/ (accessed: 12.07.2014).
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THE BOHEMIAN KINGDOM AT THE TURN OF THE14TH AND 15TH CENTURIES

Medieval feudalism, in Central and Eastern Europgeneral and in
Bohemia in particular, adopted a specific form. Ty@ical vassal-lord de-
pendence was relevant only to some dukes or kiuggereas the gentry as
such held their lands as their property and thditary obligations resulted
mostly from allegiance to superiors, but not froppitcal feudal depen-
dencé®. This meant that in the entire region there wastaral tendency to-
wards self-government and equality (of course, arthe noble ones) than
to authority.

At the same time, Bohemia was not very heteroges)emntrary to
other states in the region. However, the KingdonBohemia frequently
ruled Silesia (with a predominantly Polish popuaji Moravia (Czech-
speaking, but with a strong sense of identity),dtiasand periodically Bran-
denburg (Lusatian and German-speaking), which chueetain ethnic and
linguistic tensions in the state. What is more, &uola was exposed to Ger-
man influence much more than other Central Europstates. Bohemian
dukes recognized the supremacy of the Emperorterd tvas a tendency to
Germanize the political elites. But, the relatidpsivas more complex as the
position of the Kingdom of Bohemia within the HdRoman Empire of the
German nation grew with time. In 1356, the Goldenl Blevated the King
of Bohemia to the rank of the first imperial elact®he ties were mutually
strong. At the same time, this was the period tiffadGerman colonization
of Central and Eastern Europe. In many cases,dlomists lived peacefully
with autochthonic populations or even assimilaiat, in many cases, there
were outbursts of economic tensitins

Within this particular context of brewing ethnicnflict and the
growing prestige of the Kingdom of Bohemia, the dwUniversity in Pra-
gue was established in 1348. It was the first usitye not only in Central
and Eastern Europe but also outside of the fornaendd Empire. It was on-

1B p. S. WandyczThe Price of Freedom: A History of East Central & from the Middle
Ages to the PreserRoutledge, London 2001.
 Ibidem.
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ly later followed in 1364 by the Cracow Academyneeed in 1400 as the
Jagiellonian University. The one in Prague becamimternational academ-
ic and scientific institution for Czechs, BavariaBaxons and Poles, and lat-
er also Hungarians Jan Hus was soon to become the rector of theetsiiv
ty.

Last, but not least, the social and economic sdnaif the Kingdom
of Bohemia at that time was also very complicaRalighly one-third of the
land belonged to the Catholic Church, making tlegsl very powerful in
the agriculture-dominated medieval economy. Thedaohof many clergy-
men also left much to be desired and their coroupéind worldliness was
the subject of criticism, especially on behalf lé tower nobility and lower
classes. As noticed before, the elites, includimggreligious elites, tended to
Germanize. The lower-rank priests remained Czedhthns, their teachings
had a good deal of “nationalism” (Piotr Wandycz reverites about “xeno-
phobia”) in them. Again, the most prominent of theas Jan HU&

Hus originated from Husinec and was the son of asaet family,
which is betrayed by his last name. “Hus” in Czewans “goose”. In 1402,
he was appointed to the role of a preacher in #hlBhem Chapel in Pra-
gue and, subsequently, the rector of the univerbitys called for moral re-
form of the Church and criticized many phenomenaheftime, including
the sale of indulgencies and the corruption of gtsieand monks. He was
greatly supported by common people and some ngbilét with time he
met strong resistance from the ecclesiastical andlar hierarchy (though in
the beginning he was supported by King Venceslastha archbishop of
Prague). Hus consequently disobeyed penaltiestiefliupon him (including
censorship, interdiction and, finally, excommuniga) and refused to travel
to Rome for a trial. In 1412, he left Prague anatweto exile in South Bo-
hemia, where he wrote the majority of his workgluding De Ecclesiain
1413. In 1414, he was called to the Council of CGamse and decided to
travel there, having received the promise of safedact. It was soon can-
celled as Hus continued to preach and celebrates. Md®e Czech reformer

5 Ibidem.
18 Ibidem, p. 43.
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was imprisoned, tried, and condemned to death dbrrecanting his tea-
chings. Finally, he was burnt at the stake on 8uti415".

THE LATIN AMERICAN CONTEXT

Though the distance between Latin America in tise 48 years and
Kingdom of Bohemia in time and space is significamte may notice some
resemblances. Latin American societies are ratbarolgenous in terms of
the language (though not ethnicity), but there texésy sharp contrasts in
income distribution. As the author's (and only hés)perience shows, the
rich often have a tendency to imitate externaldigm) habits and cultures.
The economic inequalities on the international ldave led to the emer-
gence of dependency theories claiming that theee stuctural oppression
favoring the Western economies over the periphemak. A strong resent-
ment towards the former colonial empires and thi#edrStates — considered
a regional hegemon — is a major influence on irgonal relations in the
region. This goes hand-in-hand with desires fofdetermination. In short,
this may be briefly recapitulated as anti-colomationalism®. As we can
see, in both cases the cultural influence, (pasirgalism and economic is-
sues played a major role. It is no wonder thenlthéih America was a place
very vulnerable towards all kinds of revolutioniétgas.

The ecclesiastical affairs also seem to be siniilae. issue of certain
opposition between the lower-rank clergy, origingtfrom the local popula-
tion, and higher hierarchy, in many cases comiamfEurope, has been des-
cribed many times in the pa%tTo the point, it is even the case of Boff him-

17 Brief biography of Hus is based upon the articleDofDidomizio, “Jan HusDe Eccle-
sia..”, op. cit, and D. S. Schaff “IntroductionDe Ecclesiaop. cit., pp. VII-X.

18 3, Ward Latin America. Development and Conflict since 196utledge, London 2004.

19 E.g. A. Pietrzak, “Duchowni katoliccy wobec emapagiji politycznej Ameryki tad-
skigj”, in: K. Krzywicka (ed.) Dwiescie lat niepodlegtéci paistw Ameryki Laciskiej. Pers-
pektywa historyczna i wyzwania wspoétczésindWyd. UMCS, Lublin 2012.
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self who many times related how in fact foreignsbar foreign-educated
superiors supervised him during his monastic c&teer

Genézio Darci Boff was born in 1938 to a poor fanof Italian im-
migrants in the state of Santa Catarina in Brad.joined the Franciscan
order and, because of his talent, was sent to Ggrrt@a study theology.
Having defended his doctoral thesis in theology réterned to Brazil. At
first, he had many supporters among the hieraricttjuding Cardinal Jo-
seph Ratzinger, the eventual Pope Benedict XVI. Sthking poverty of the
Latin American reality and his general sensitiviiade Boff a follower of
liberation theology, calling for major reform ofetifCatholic Church in Latin
America. With time, Boff was to become one of thestmprominent figures
of that current. He was (and still is) a renownlegotogian and university
professor. His major work, which led to him beirlgrsced and censored for
not complying with the Catholic Social TeachingQburch: Charism and
Power. Unwilling to cope with sanctions imposed upon hhre, abandoned
the priesthood and continues his work as a sephifosophef’. As it can be
noticed from the brief biography presented abowanany aspects his per-
sonal experience is similar to that of Hus.

Hus' s DE ECCLESIA

Similar to the theology of liberation, never condaem by any of the
popes as such (though individual issues and autliers subject to criti-
cism, suspension or even excommunication), Hughiegs essentially re-
mained within boundaries of Catholicism. Moreowtke period of his activi-
ty as a reformer of the Church was relatively shived. He was only 46
when he was burned at the stake in Constance iB, lddving become

20|, Boff, El precio de la libertadentrevistado por J. M. Castillo y J. A. Estrada, Versi-
dad de Granada, Granada 2007.

2L This brief biography was based mostly on: L. B&f,precio.., op. cit.; J. M. Vazquez
Carballo,Trinidad y sociedad. Implicaciones éticas y so@aa el pensamiento trinitario de
Leonardo BoffSecretariado Trinitarios, Salamanca 2008.
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a preacher only in 1402, and having taught for athiOuwears. Therefore, his

opus magnumemainsDe Ecclesi&.

The views presented by Hus were shaped mainly byfaators: one
of them was John Wycliffe’s writings. The other tlacwas his polemics
with other theologians and Rome. The influencehefdeveral decades earli-
er English philosopher in Hus’ works in undenialglspecially in the aspects
related to basing the faith upon the Bible in tingt fplace, return to evangel-
ical poverty of clergy and definition of the Churak consisting mostly of
ecclesiastical hierarchy. Yet, they were intergretethe specific Czech con-
text, and many of Wycliffe’s other concepts wer¢ sttared by Hus (e.g. the
concept of David being Peter or the Temple of Soleras the symbol of the
Church). Moreover, Hus is considered to be muchenoportant that Wyc-
liffe from the point of view of impact upon theolgWycliffe's writings
were hidden for generations, Hus’ — distributed distussed for centuries.
Moreover, had Anne of Bohemia not married Richdr@fl England and
Woycliffe’s works had not been brought to Pragus,works would probably
never have been popularizéd

De Ecclesiaconsists of 23 chapters, of which the first 13 @frpar-
ticular importance to the topic, as they discussoua aspects of ecclesiasti-
cal organizations in general and in particular. yTleentain the most im-
portant Hus’ theses about the necessary reforimeoftiurch:

- chapter VIl titled“The Roman Pontiff and The Cardinals Not the Uni-
versal Church” is a major discussion and critiqfigdentifying the in-
stitutional Church with“universal, Catholic Church”, clearly arguing
for the* community of believers*:

- in the same chapter Hus analyzes the history oPdpmacy and its con-
flicts with other Patriarchs, also mentioning trese of the supposed
female Pope Joan. They led him to the conclusiahttie Roman Pon-
tiff was not inerrarft’;

22D, Didomizio, “Jan HusDe Ecclesia.?, op. cit.

2 |bidem:; D. Schaff, “Introduction”, op. citpp. XXV-XXXI.
243, Husspe Ecclesia.,.op. cit., pp. 56-66, esp. p. 58.

% Ibidem.
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- again in chapter VII, the Czech reformer questitiesmonarchic power
of the Pope by interpreting the words of Jesusctiieto St. Petdrand
| say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and tipisrrock | will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prezgainst it” (Mt 16:18)
as referring to Peter’s faith and not to him peadign This should be
understood in the light of chapters | and V, whdtes claims that there
is only one united Church and Christ is its heaullowing that, one
must come to the conclusion that the Pope is mohéad of the Church
and the Church can exist without the P8pe

- the above requires some explanation. The times hithwHus lived
were the period of a huge debate about whetheClthwech should be
ruled individually by the Pope or collectively by@ncils. It is known
as the conciliarist debate. It was a particulailidvtopic during the
Council of Constance (the one where Hus was tgedtenced and exe-
cuted), which was convened by John XXIII, who wated himself de-
clared an Antipope. The fact that there were tvesehichs calling them-
selves Roman Pontiffs definitely was harming thehenity of the
Church’;

- though the Pope was not treated by Hus as the d¢fed Church (as
only Christ could be), he still was the Vicar ofr8hon Earth, and the
ecclesiastical authority is superior to seculari¥et, traditions like foot
kissing and other habits cannot be apffted

- the Church itself should return to evangelical poreHus heavily criti-
cizes these clergymen tHateek more the money of those subjects than
salvation”. He sees the root of that in DonatiorCohstantine, a copy
or a forgery of an earlier document granting théhGlic Church major
economic benefits in the Western Roman Empireh# tespect, he re-
peats the thought of Wycliffe, who called the ptgen of Constantine,
not of Peter®:

- as for predestination, Hus makes a lot of statesn@mtthe issue of pre-
destination to salvation and present grace. Althpagcording to him,

% |bidem.

27D, Didomizio, “Jan HusDe Ecclesia.”, op. cit.

28 3. HussDe Ecclesia.,.op. cit. Chapters XIll and XIV are entirely dediea to the issues
of Papacy.

293, HussPe Ecclesia.,.op. cit., p.150-151, 226.
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nobody is doomed to damnation and the present bwhat a given

human in a given moment is not enough to judge tabizufuture. He

guotes St. Augustine: “some are sheep by predéstinand ravening
wolves according to the present grace”. But thiscept of predestina-
tion assumes that there is both good and evilanrhtitutional Church,
as well as outside of it. Some are good by predtitin, even if they
are not Christian; some are in the Church by ptefsgh. Hus goes fur-
ther and speculates that one may be baptized it Spirit. This

leads him to a fundamental question: is the Cath©hurch really the
universal on&?

Of course, these themes do not exhaust the topticeotheological

richness of Hus’' thought, but what is interestirgehis to see how similar
the points made by Hus are with those made by LrdonBoff in his wri-

tings.

BOFF S CHURCHAND OTHER WRITINGS

In the case of the Brazilian theologian, the anslysquires looking

at some more volumes, since his time of activitynisch longer than that of
Hus. Yet, in many places there are some similarittethe above-selected
motives:

the institutional Catholic Church suffers from mawgthologies due to
its ill, hierarchical structure. It is the topic tfe entire Chapter 6 of
Church: Charism and PoweBoff, in many places, presents shameful
and scandalous episodes from the history of thedbhe.g. the Cada-
ver Synod" or the documenbictatus Papa¥. The latter included the
traditions like kissing the Pope’s feet, which Brdfects;

30 3. Husspe Ecclesia.,.op. cit., pp. 16, 25, 40, 44, 56. Although Hugslaot analyze Tri-
nity as a major topic of any of the chapters, H8pjrit is an important part of his delibera-
tions from Chapter IX to Chapter XV, pp. 73-160.

31 L. Boff, Cristianismo...op. cit. The Cadaver Synod was a posthumous triglopie For-
mosus held in Rome in 897. His successor, Popé&teyl, ordered his body to be removed
from the grave. Later it was dressed in pontifidathes, placed in the room where the Synod
took place and sentenced. Eventually, three fingérthe corpse that Formosus used for
blessings were cut and the body cast to the TibegrRi
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- Catholicism should be syncretic. There are a lotalfies in other cul-
tures that are to be converted into Christianity trere is salvation out-
side of the institutional Church. He also makesrang distinction be-
tween the Church and the Kingdom of God, makingstmond concept
much wider and similar to Hus’ idea of predestioiatiHe elaborates
more on that irCristianismq where he notices that many different cul-
tures contributed to the present form of Cathatigimaming a few of
them (Greek, Roman, Jewish, German, Spanish, Afracad Ameri-
cany>;

- the social thought of Boff is deeply rooted in fignitary concepts, in
which he pays a very special attention to the FHgpyrit as embracing
the entire world. The Church, in fact, becomes ‘tBacrament of the
Holy Spirit"3*

- the Brazilian frequently questions the monarchid antocratic authori-
ty of the Pope in the Church (as well as the prestgmentionedic-
tatus Papag starting with exactly the same interpretatiornvif16:18
as Hus. According to him, Jesus did not mean Reesonally, but his
faith®®. Again, only Jesus is the head of the Church. Be#n states
that “on the rock of today’s Vatican, Christ wouldver be able to build
the Church®®:

- the writings of Boff are full of his deliberatioms “the Church of the
poor”, compassion for poverty as such, and criticaf the excessive
wealth of some clergymen. Poverty is the startiogptpof Introducing
Liberation Theologywhere apart from statistical information, some
shocking memories of Clodovis and Leonardo Boff gresented.
However, it has to be noticed that very speciardibn to poverty is al-
so a part of Boff's Franciscan formation. On thkeeothand, in several
places, he diagnoses the roots of these “worldigtagies” of the
Church as the heritage of the late Roman Empir@lynis law, hierar-
chy, bureaucracy and expansive character. Moretreestates that the

32 L. Boff, Church.., op. cit. Dictatus Papaeonsists of 27 statements that are attributed to
Pope Gregory VII. It can be found in his registeder the year of 1075. In practice, these
statements constitute absolute power of the Popetimspiritual and earthly matters.

33 |bidem:; L. Boff,Cristianismo.., op. cit.

34 . Boff, Church.., op. cit., pp. 144-153.

3 L. Boff, Cristianismg op. cit.

3 |_. Boff, Church.., op. cit., p. 40; L. BoffCristianismg op. cit., pp. 94-95.
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conversion from the persecuted, illicit religion dostate religion, was
too fast, Christians were not ready for that aretefore a lot of mis-
takes were committed while shaping the future ef@hurch’.

CONCLUSIONS

As seen from the above, there are several imposiamilarities be-
tween the thought of both theologians, living iffetient space and time.
Most likely, it is the effect of a few interdepemdéactors.

One of them is probably the consonance of biogesptsimilar so-
cio-economic aspects seem to have determinedlibekground. They orig-
inated from lower-class poor families. Both of therperienced analogous
ethnic, economic and social problems and conflielsted to property own-
ership, wealth distribution and national/culturddmtity. Both chose ecclesi-
astical and academic careers and came to conctusiat the Church of
their era was going through a serious crisis rdlateits worldly position.
There were important Councils taking place - in &ance and Vatican Il.
Eventually, both entered an open conflict with urch hierarchy, of
course with much less severe consequences forttsoiffor Hus.

The other factor may be identified as an inspirapassed by Hus to
further generations. First of all, earlier authorgst notably John Wycliffe,
influenced Hus himself. However, as it has alrebdgn noticed, the writ-
ings of Hus became much more widespread than tbbs&ycliffe. The
Czech reformer became a source of inspiration fartid Luther and other
Protestant theologians, as well as for some Cathrefiormers, including
those who preparedaticanum I] as Daniel Didomizio claims. In his works,
Leonardo Boff frequently refers to both groups.

It can also be concluded that the problems fadegGhurch suf-
fered have remained constant. The problems retat¢lde wealth and pro-

37 L. Boff, Church.., op. cit.;L. Boff, Cristianismo.., op. cit.; L. Boff and C. Boffintrodu-
cing Liberation TheologyOrbis Books, New York 1987.
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perty of the Church remained a vivid and imporigunestion over the centu-
ries, leading to Reform, Reformation and schisms.

Last, but not least, it has to be observed that bathors work basi-
cally with the same sources, namely the Bible wlid writings of the Fa-
thers of Church (St. Paul, St. John, etc.) andezahristian theologians and
philosophers (St. Augustine, St. Tomas Aquinasg®&rj etc.). To some de-
gree, this definitely narrows down the number ofgible conclusions that
can be drawn, especially if similar biographies &en under considera-
tion.
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